When, however, the great labour strikes of 1904
came on, the older school boys and girls saw their
opportunity, and in December 1904 joined the work-
men in these strikes and took their stand with them.
The striking pupils who closed the first school went at
once to other schools and dismissed them, and the
delegations then went from city to city spreading the
movement and organizing effective committees of
management of the strike. In January and February
1905 the strike took on huge proportions, culminating
in great public demonstrations in March, and issuing
in a disciplined movement having difinitely formulated
demands, which were:

1.  Polish schools administered by resident Poles, with
both the administration and the instruction in the
Polish language.

2.  Control of the schools in the hands of the Poles.

3.  The abolition of police control and inspection of
schools and of the corrupting system of police spies
in the schools.

4.  The abolition of all national, religious, or class
restrictions as regards teachers and pupils.

5.  The granting of pupils the right to organize and to
have a voice in the management of their own affairs.
After March the schools of the Russian part of

Poland were practically empty for the rest of the school
year. With the opening of the autumn term the
teachers joined the movement and until the end of the
term in 1906 much of the instruction in common schools
was conducted in Polish. There were riots, arrests
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